Career Success Kit

BUSINESS
DESIGN
TECHNOLOGY
JUSTICE
HEALTHCARE

You’re not like everyone else.

And neither are we.
From our 17 distinct campuses and online programs, to
our hands-on approach to learning, Westwood College’s
take on education is unlike any you’ve ever experienced. A
Westwood education gives you more than a degree; it gives
you a jumpstart on your career. And while Westwood isn’t a
traditional college, we have a tradition of our own: preparing
students for careers they’ll love.

You want to start a career.

We won’t waste your time.
Here, you won’t wait two years to take the classes that interest
you. At Westwood, our degree programs allow you to begin careerfocused classes in your first term.* And each of our programs is
designed to help you earn your associate degree in less than two
years, or your bachelor’s degree in just three years. With classes
available during the day, at night, on-campus and online, it’s easy
to create the schedule that fits your life.

THE FAST TRACK TO YOUR CAREER

ASSOCIATE DEGREE > LESS THAN 2 YEARS
BACHELOR’S DEGREE > 3 YEARS
MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION > 1 YEAR

You learn by doing.

Our classes are hands-on.
At Westwood, we’ve replaced your typical large classes and lecture
halls with small classes and interactive labs. Our faculty of working
professionals gives you the hands-on experience, one-on-one
attention and real-world preparation required to earn your
degree and succeed in today’s competitive career environment.
Westwood’s practical, experience-based approach to education
ensures that, by graduation, you’ll be prepared to start a successful
career in your field.

You shouldn’t do this alone.

That’s why we’re here.
We take your success as seriously as you do. We’ll support you
from the day you enroll until well after you’ve begun your career.
Your Westwood Success Team – a personalized group of advisors –
will answer enrollment questions, help you with financial aid and
set you up with a no-cost tutor if you need extra academic help. To
ensure you remain employable and knowledgeable in your field,
years after you graduate, Westwood also offers tuition-free alumni
retraining courses.†
SM

You have a dream.

We’ll help you achieve it.
We’re here to help you start a career that you’ll love. Our Career
Development Services department will guide you into your chosen
field by helping you identify your career goals, build your résumé
and polish your interview skills. We’ll also help to connect you with
employers in your field. These employers have hired our graduates: ‡
20th Century Fox
American Institute of Medicine
Apple Computer, Inc.
AT&T
Charles Schwab
Chicago Crime Commission
Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta
CIGNA Healthcare
Computer Generated Solutions
Creative Information Technology, Inc.
Dell, Inc.
Denver Health Medical Center
Department of Homeland Security
EA Games
EchoStar

Federal Bureau of Prisons
Frontier Airlines
GHT Limited
Hartford Insurance
Hewlett Packard
JP Morgan Chase
Lockheed Martin
Microtek
MySpace
Nickelodeon Animation Studios
Signs of Progress
Sony Online Entertainment
Time Warner Cable
Tower Davis Electric
Verizon Wireless

You need help paying for college.

We’ll help you find a way.
Figuring out how to pay for your college education can be an overwhelming task, but don’t let
that stop you. One of the best investments you can make is an investment in yourself—and
your education. A college education can give you the tools you need to change your life and
start your career. It may seem difficult to afford an education on your own, but loans, grants
and scholarships can give you the support you need to get the education you want. At
Westwood, one of our student finance specialists will help you find the best way to pay for
your education and navigate you through the process every step of the way. And since many
Westwood students borrow money to help pay for their college education, our specialists are
experienced in working with a wide variety of students and financial situations. Not only will
we walk you through the process of applying for grants and loans , we’ll also be here to answer
any questions you have during your time as a Westwood student.

Your college education. Your future.

SCHOLARSHIPS &
GRANT MONEY *
Money you do not have to pay back.
Scholarships and grants are awarded
based on merit and financial need.
*Available to those who qualify. Subject to
refund based on satisfactory academic
performance and class attendance.

your money

borrowed money †

Money paid out of your pocket
from savings or earnings.

Money that you pay back. These loans
may be federal loans, private or bank
loans, or institutional financing.
Because these options often vary in
interest rates and requirements to
receive the loan, our student finance
specialists will work with you to
find the loan(s) that fits you best.
†Available to those who qualify.

You’re ready to change your life.

This is the perfect place to start.
A degree from Westwood will give you the chance to find a career you’ll really
enjoy. Each of our unique schools, and the degree programs within them, are
designed to help you develop your skills and talents in order to prepare you for
a career. A college degree—associate, bachelor’s, or master’s—will change the
way employers view you and will help make you more valuable, desirable and
employable for the rest of your life.
Relationship of education level to income and unemployment
EDUCATION LEVEL

ANNUAL INCOME 1

UNEMPLOYMENT RATE 2

LESS THAN
HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA

$22,256

7.1%

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA

$31,408

4.4%

ASSOCIATE DEGREE

$38,480

3.0%

BACHELOR’S DEGREE

$51,324

2.2%

MASTER’S DEGREE

$60,580

1.8%

Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2009. Quartiles and selected deciles of usual weekly earnings of full-time wage and
salary workers by selected characteristics, second quarter 2008 averages, not seasonally adjusted.
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Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics - Unemployment by Education, 2007
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Degree Programs >

Business Administration
Majors in:
- Accounting and Financial
Management
- Fashion Merchandising
- Healthcare Management
- Management
- Marketing Management
- Retail Management

School of Business

Construction Management
Master of Business Administration

With a degree from the Westwood School of Business you’ll learn the skills
necessary to help you launch your career. Westwood offers business degrees in
many different fields, so no matter where your talents lie, you can get a degree
in a field that you’ll love.

Start your career >
A degree from Westwood’s School of Business is a great way to begin your
career. This graph gives you a look at the future growth of a few of the careers
you may pursue with your degree.§
ANNUAL AVERAGE
SALARY 1

1

PROJECTED PERCENT
GROWTH IN EMPLOYMENT
(2006-2016)2

ADVERTISING AND
PROMOTIONS MANAGERS

$91,000

11.7%

MARKET RESEARCH
ANALYSTS

$66,980

20.1%

National Annual Average Salaries: Average salary across the U.S. for all employees working in the field. Experienced
workers in this field may earn this level of salary. This is not a starting salary in this industry and the Bureau of Labor
Statistics’ Occupational Handbook does not provide a starting salary for this occupation. (Source: Bureau of Labor
Statistics, May 2007 National Occupational Employment and Wage Estimates: United States. http://www.bls.gov/oes/
current/oes_nat.htm#b11-0000)
Bureau of Labor Statistics, Employment by Occupation, 2006 and projected 2016. (bls.gov/emp/emptabapp.htm)
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Degree Programs >

Animation
Computer Aided Design/
Architectural Drafting
Game Art

School of Design

Graphic Design and Multimedia
Interior Design
Visual Communications

Westwood’s School of Design gives you the necessary training and skills to turn
your talent and interest in art and visual communications into a career. With a
degree in one of our design programs, you’ll be on your way to a career in this
exciting industry.

Start your career >
A degree from Westwood’s School of Design is a great way to help you begin
your career. This graph gives you a look at the future growth of a few of the
careers you may be able to pursue with your degree.§
ANNUAL AVERAGE
SALARY 1

PROJECTED PERCENT
GROWTH IN EMPLOYMENT
(2006-2016)2

ARCHITECTURAL AND
CIVIL DRAFTERS

$45,280

6.1%

GRAPHIC DESIGNERS

$45,340

9.8%

INTERIOR DESIGNERS

$50,190

19.5%

MULTI-MEDIA ARTISTS
AND ANIMATORS

$60,010

25.8%

National Annual Average Salaries: Average salary across the U.S. for all employees working in the field. Experienced
workers in this field may earn this level of salary. This is not a starting salary in this industry and the Bureau of Labor
Statistics’ Occupational Handbook does not provide a starting salary for this occupation. (Source: Bureau of Labor
Statistics, May 2007 National Occupational Employment and Wage Estimates: United States. http://www.bls.gov/oes/
current/oes_nat.htm#b11-0000)
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Bureau of Labor Statistics, Employment by Occupation, 2006 and projected 2016. (bls.gov/emp/emptabapp.htm)

Degree Programs >

Information Technology
Information Technology
Majors in:
- Cisco® Network Systems
(Denver North campus only)

School of Technology

- Computer Forensics
- Network Management
- Systems Security
Game Software Development

With a degree from Westwood’s School of Technology you’ll be prepared to
begin a career in the technology industry. Our programs will give you the
training and experience you need to take your certification exams and find a
career you’ll love.

Start your career >
A degree from Westwood’s School of Technology is a great way to help you
begin your career. This graph gives you a look at the future growth of a few of
the careers you may be able to pursue with your degree.§
ANNUAL AVERAGE
SALARY 1

PROJECTED PERCENT
GROWTH IN EMPLOYMENT
(2006-2016)2

NETWORK SYSTEMS AND DATA
COMMUNICATIONS ANALYSTS

$70,760

53.4%

Computer Software
Engineers, Applications

$85,660

44.6%

Computer Software
Engineers, systems software

$90,780

28.2%

network and computer
systems administrators

$67,850

27.0%

Computer Support
specialists

$45,300

12.9%

1 National Annual Average Salaries: Average salary across the U.S. for all employees working in the field. Experienced
workers in this field may earn this level of salary. This is not a starting salary in this industry and the Bureau of Labor
Statistics’ Occupational Handbook does not provide a starting salary for this occupation. (Source: Bureau of Labor
Statistics, May 2007 National Occupational Employment and Wage Estimates: United States. http://www.bls.gov/oes/
current/oes_nat.htm#b11-0000)
2 Bureau of Labor Statistics, Employment by Occupation, 2006 and projected 2016. (bls.gov/emp/emptabapp.htm)

Degree Programs >

Criminal Justice ||
Paralegal

School of Justice

Graduates of Westwood’s School of Justice are prepared to enter the fastpaced, high-demand fields of law, law enforcement and social work. Each of
the programs within the school provides you with in-depth and career-focused
training, preparing you to enter your career of choice as soon as you graduate.

Start your career >
A degree from Westwood’s School of Justice is a great way to help you begin
your career. This graph gives you a look at the future growth of a few of the
careers you may be able to pursue with your degree.§

ANNUAL AVERAGE
SALARY 1

PROJECTED PERCENT
GROWTH IN EMPLOYMENT
(2006-2016)2

SOCIAL AND HUMAN
SERVICE SPECIALISTS

$28,450

33.6%

SECURITY GUARDS

$24,840

17.0%

BAILIFFS, CORRECTIONAL
OFFICERS AND JAILERS

$39,970

16.6%

PARALEGALS AND
LEGAL ASSISTANTS

$47,600

22.2%

1 National Annual Average Salaries: Average salary across the U.S. for all employees working in the field. Experienced
workers in this field may earn this level of salary. This is not a starting salary in this industry and the Bureau of Labor
Statistics’ Occupational Handbook does not provide a starting salary for this occupation. (Source: Bureau of Labor
Statistics, May 2007 National Occupational Employment and Wage Estimates: United States. http://www.bls.gov/oes/
current/oes_nat.htm#b11-0000)
2 Bureau of Labor Statistics, Employment by Occupation, 2006 and projected 2016. (bls.gov/emp/emptabapp.htm)

Degree/diploma
Programs >

Medical Assisting

School of Healthcare

Westwood's School of Healthcare emphasizes the most important skills
required to employees in the medical field. In less than two years, you'll earn
your degree or diploma and get the experience you need to start your career.

Start your career >
A degree or diploma from Westwood’s School of Healthcare is a great way to
help you begin your career. This graph gives you a look at the future growth of
a career you may be able to pursue with your degree or diploma.§

ANNUAL AVERAGE
SALARY 1
MEDICAL ASSISTANTS

$28,270

PROJECTED PERCENT
GROWTH IN EMPLOYMENT
(2006-2016)2

35.4%

1 National Annual Average Salaries: Average salary across the U.S. for all employees working in the field. Experienced
workers in this field may earn this level of salary. This is not a starting salary in this industry and the Bureau of Labor
Statistics’ Occupational Handbook does not provide a starting salary for this occupation. (Source: Bureau of Labor
Statistics, May 2007 National Occupational Employment and Wage Estimates: United States. http://www.bls.gov/oes/
current/oes_nat.htm#b11-0000)
2 Bureau of Labor Statistics, Employment by Occupation, 2006 and projected 2016. (bls.gov/emp/emptabapp.htm)

Our campuses
CALIFORNIA

ILLINOIS

Anaheim

DuPage (Woodridge)

Inland Empire (Upland)

O’Hare Airport (Chicago)

South Bay (Torrance)

River Oaks (Calumet City)

Los Angeles

Chicago Loop

COLORADO

TEXAS

Denver North

Dallas

Denver South

Fort Worth
Houston South

GEORGIA
Atlanta Northlake

VIRGINIA

Atlanta Midtown

Annandale Satellite

Arlington Ballston

Not all programs are available at all campuses.

westwood.edu | 800-875-6050
If you are currently a high school student,
please call 888-834-0013 or visit westwood.edu/highschool

* Subject to students meeting admissions placement requirements.
† Books, tools and other fees may apply.
‡	Westwood College must track the initial employers of its graduates for regulatory and accreditation purposes. This list is a
compilation of employers of Westwood College graduates from each region from June 2007 to June 2008. This is not intended
to represent an endorsement of Westwood College by the listed employers.
§	Westwood prepares graduates for certification. Graduates wishing to attain certification must take and pass any applicable
tests/exams.
|| State and local restrictions may apply. Additional training may be required.
	In California, for accrediting purposes, Westwood College - Inland Empire Annex is a satellite campus of Westwood College Inland Empire (Upland, CA), a branch of Westwood College - Denver North (Denver, CO). Westwood College - Anaheim (Anaheim,
CA), Westwood College – Denver South (Denver, CO) and Westwood College - Houston South (Houston, TX) are also branches of
Westwood College - Denver North (Denver, CO). Westwood College - Annandale Satellite (Annandale, VA) is a satellite campus
of Westwood College - Arlington Ballston (Arlington, VA), a branch of Westwood College - South Bay (Torrance, CA) and has
been certified to operate in Virginia by the State Council of Higher Education for Virginia (SCHEV). Westwood College - Chicago
Loop (Chicago, IL) and Westwood College - River Oaks (Calumet City, IL) are branches of Westwood College - Los Angeles (Los
Angeles, CA). Westwood College - Fort Worth (Fort Worth, TX) and Westwood College - Atlanta Midtown (Atlanta, GA) are
branches of Westwood College - DuPage (Woodridge, IL). Westwood College - Dallas, (Dallas, TX) and Westwood College - Atlanta
Northlake (Atlanta, GA) are branches of Westwood College - O’Hare Airport (Chicago, IL). Westwood College - Online is a branch
of Westwood College – Los Angeles. Online programs not available in all states, e.g. TX, MA, MN, and IL. Call 800-875-6050 for
approved locations. Accredited by the Accrediting Commission of Career Schools and Colleges of Technology (ACCSCT) or the
Accrediting Council for Independent Colleges and Schools (ACICS). Candidate with The Higher Learning Commission and an
affiliate of the North Central Association Telephone: (800) 621-7440 or (312) 263-0456. Website: http://www.ncahlc.org/. Not all
programs available at all campuses. © 2009 Alta Colleges, Inc.
	CALIFORNIA: Anaheim - 1551 S. Douglass Road, Anaheim, CA 92806 Inland Empire - 20 West 7th Street, Upland, CA 91786
South Bay - 19700 S. Vermont Ave., #100, Torrance, CA 90502 Los Angeles - 3250 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 400, Los Angeles, CA 90010
COLORADO: Denver North - 7350 N. Broadway, Denver, CO 80221 Denver South - 3150 S. Sheridan Blvd., Denver, CO 80227 Denver
North Online Programs - 10249 Church Ranch Way, Broomfield, CO 80021 GEORGIA: Atlanta Northlake, 2309 Parklake Drive, Suite
175, Atlanta, GA 30345 Atlanta Midtown - 1100 Spring Street, Suite 102, Atlanta, GA 30309 ILLINOIS: DuPage - 7155 Janes Avenue,
Woodridge, IL 60517 Chicago Loop - 17 N. State Street, Suite 300, Chicago, IL 60602 O’Hare Airport - 8501 W. Higgins Road, Suite
100, Chicago, IL 60631 River Oaks - 80 River Oaks Dr., Suite #D-49, Calumet City, IL 60409 TEXAS: Dallas - 8390 LBJ Freeway, Exec.
Center 1, Suite 100, Dallas, TX 75243 Fort Worth - 4232 North Freeway, Fort Worth, TX 76137 Houston South - 7322 Southwest
Freeway, Suite 110, Houston, TX 77074 VIRGINIA: Annandale Satellite - 7619 Little River Turnpike, Suite 500, Annandale, VA 220032602 Arlington Ballston - 4300 Wilson Blvd., Suite 200. Arlington, VA 22203
WCE-1012-04/09

